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- CIA official tells

lethal contra ajd
Congress hears of 1986 airdrops

ON P»

WASHINGTON (AP)—A
high-ranking member of the CIA
acknowledged to Congress he was
aware t’h:ltro lethal supls!ies were
being. air- pped to icaraguan
contras with U.S. assistance, ac-
cording to declassified testimony
released Tuesday.

Alan Fiers, chief of the Central
Intelligence Agency’s Central
American force, said he pro-
vided direction for U.S, assistance
in lethalf 8r;x‘a_teriel drgps to the
contras fighting on icaragua’s
southern front in 1986,

Fiers said he tried to remain
within the strictures of the con-
gressional ban on U.S, military
aid, and he said the changing
langua%e of the Boland Amend-
ment bans caused him to pull
back CIA involvement in the air-
drops in the spring of 1986,

“By my own admission, if | got
some place that js controversial, it
was in February and March where
[ let the reins out, I got a little
too rambunctious, like a coit that
g0t out of the bam to play, and |
pulled myself back in,” he said,

“I didn’t do it all myseif, My

task force lawyer was Whlspenn?
like Jiminy Cricket in my ear,
80t us a little too far
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A transcript of his testimony
was released by the joint congres-
sional Iran-contra investigatins
committees, which uestione
Fiers and two other &A officers
in secret sessions in carly August,
Fiers was not identified by name
In the transcript, but committee

sources confirmed his identity,

Documf:nr.sreleusedattbeslme
time show that congressional in-

On other points, Fiers described
his close working relationship
with Lt. Col. Oliver North, who
he said was “the key figure” in
the administration on Central
American policy because of a
void left by internal f¢
State rtment and the Na-
tional Security Council,

“There is very little . .. that
happened in Central America that

months I didn’t cash thas
kgptitinmyldmwer.be-
cause I said I've got to wait ungil
lzetthroughmupmcastoseeif

I diditornot...madethe
right Qoo 21
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